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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


PLEASE  RETURN 


Montana  State  Library 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 


JAN  1 51985 


January  8,  1985 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  <5: h AVE. 

HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Carbon  County  Solid  Waste 
Transfer  Facility 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Carbon  Co.  Courthouse,  Red  Lodge 
Bill  King,  Co.  Sanitarian,  P.  0.  Box  460,  Courthouse  Annex,  Red  Lodge 
Ron  Kotar,  Mayor,  City  of  Red  Lodge,  P.  0.  Box  507,  Red  Lodge 
Ron  Wolfe,  P.  0.  Box  99,  Red  Lodge,  MT 

Montana  Dept,  of  Highways,  2701  Prospect  Avenue,  Helena 
Nancy  Schara,  Carbon  County  News,  P.0.  Box  970,  Red  Lodge 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Bldg.,  Room  432,  Helena 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Div. , DHES,  Helena 
jHarold  Chambers,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604, 
the  following  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  Carbon 
County  Solid  Waste  Transfer  Facility. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform 
all  interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of 
the  proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have 
a significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 


JCG : vc 
Ends . 


■AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 

(406)  444-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Dl VI sion/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Carbon  County  Solid  Waste  Transfer  Station 

Description  of  Project  The  Carbon  County  Commissioners  have  submitted  a solid  waste 

management  system  license  application  for  the  establishment  and  operation  of  a 

solid  waste  storage  and  transfer  facility  to  be  located  in  NW^,  Section  35, 

Township  4S.  Range  20E  (See  attached  map).  This  transfer  facility  would  consist 

of  a 16  cubic  yard  compactor  truck  to  be  parked  and  shielded  by  portable  litter 

fencing  at  the  licensed  Wolfe  Class  III  landfill  site.  When  open  the  site  will 

be  supervised  by  a county  employee  who  will  direct  refuse  to  the  appropriate 

Class  II  or  III  disposal  areas.  The  applicant  states  all  Class  II  wastes  will 

be  bagged  and  will  be  placed  directly  in  the  compactor  truck.  The  truck  when 

full  will  be  taken  to  a licensed  Class  II  landfill  for  final  refuse  disposal. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 

1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 
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logical sites 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
4.  Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  qualit. 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
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Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Carbon  County  Planning  Board 


Carbon  County  Health  Department 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  Not 


PER  Prepared  by: 

Date:  January  8,  1985 


JOHN  C.  GEACH 


DHES/ESD-2 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 
Carbon  County  Transfer  Station 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

I.  Terrestrial  and  aquatic  life  and  habitats 

This  proposed  site  currently  contains  small  shrubs  and  ground  cover 
plant  species  such  as  sagebrush,  cactus  and  native  grasses.  This  area 
serves  as  a limited  habitat  for  insects  and  small  animals  including  birds, 
rabbits,  gophers  and  field  mice.  The  development  of  this  project  will 
displace  these  animals.  However,  since  the  surrounding  area  contains  an 
abundance  of  similar  habitat  and  the  biological  population  which  will  be 
displaced  is  small,  this  impact  will  be  negligible. 

4.  Vegetative  cover,  quantity  and  quality 

Vehicular  traffic  within  the  proposed  site  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
compactor  truck  will  displace  a small  portion  of  natural  grass,  shrub  and 
plant  species.  This  displacement  should  be  minor  and  should  not  create 
soil,  wind  or  water  erosion  problems. 

5.  Aesthetics 

The  overall  aesthetics  of  the  area  will  be  slightly  altered  by  the 
placement  of  the  compactor  truck  and  portable  litter  fences. The  use  of 
fences  and  supervisory  personnel  plus  the  site's  requirement  of  accepting 
only  bagged  refuse  should  adequately  control  blowing  litter  so  that  sig- 
nificant aesthetic  impacts  do  not  occur. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  OF  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

The  development  of  this  project  will  remove  through  a lease  agreement 
a small  portion  of  property  from  the  local  tax  rolls.  This  tax  revenue 
loss  will  be  minute  and  insignificant  to  the  county's  total  taxable  land 
revenues . 

4.  Agricultural  or  industrial  production 

This  project  will  remove  an  area  from  one  to  ten  acres  from  agricul- 
tural or  industrial  development.  There  is  no  apparent  developmental 
pressure  on  this  property  for  these  uses  and  therefore  this  temporary 
displacement  is  minor. 

8.  Quantity  and  distribution  of  employment 

This  project  will  employ  at  least  one  part-time  person  on  the  county 
payroll. 

10.  Demands  for  government  services 

Governmental  services  will  be  required  on  the  local  and  state  level 
for  inspectional  and  administrative  services  associated  with  the  issuance 
of  a solid  waste  management  system  license  to  this  transfer  facility. 

11.  Industrial  and  Commercial  Activity 

See  Item  #4  "Agricultural  or  industrial  production"  above. 


12.  Demands  for  energy 

Gasoline  and  other  petroleum  products  will  be  consumed  in  refuse 
transportation  both  to  the  transfer  facility  by  private  vehicles  and  to  a 
licensed  disposal  site  by  the  site's  compactor  truck. 

13.  Locally  adopted  environmental  plans  and  goals 

The  development  of  this  solid  waste  storage  and  transfer  facility 
meets  all  locally  adopted  planning  and  zoning  requirements  as  certified  by 
the  county  commissioners  and  planner. 

14.  Transportation  networks 

The  traffic  flows  on  Highway  308  will  be  slightly  increased  by  the 
movement  of  private  vehicles  travelling  to  this  transfer  site.  Associated 
with  this  traffic  increase  will  be  an  increase  in  road  wear  and  a demand 
for  additional  road  maintenance  and  repair. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR  COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA— 

HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


I. 

January  9,  1985 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Carbon  Co.  Courthouse,  Red  Lodge 
Bill  King,  Co.  Sanitarian,  P.  0.  Box  460,  Courthouse  Annex,  Red  Lodge 
Ron  Kotar,  Mayor,  City  of  Red  Lodge,  P.  0.  Box  507,  Red  Lodge 
Ron  Wolfe,  P.  0.  Box  99,  Red  Lodge,  MT 
Montana  Dept,  of  Highways,  2701  Prospect  Avenue,  Helena 
Nancy  Schara,  Carbon  County  News,  P.0.  Box  970,  Red  Lodge 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Bldg.,  Room  432,  Helena 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Div.,  DHES,  Helena 
/Harold  Chambers,  State  Library,  Capitol  Complex,  Helena 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

You  recently  received  a copy  of  the  Carbon  County  Solid  Waste  Transfer 
Facility  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  (PER) . The  legal  description 
shown  in  that  PER  was  erroneous.  The  description  should  have  read  NW^, 
Section  3_5_,  Township  7_S_>  Range  20E . The  map  accompanying  the  PER  is 
correct . 


JOHN  C.  GEACH 

Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Telephone:  (406)  444-2821 


JCG: vc 


"AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


